
Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. – Forests of Lilliput - the Diminutive World of Mosses & Lichens.                         
Hodson Preserve, Camden.  Jeff Pengel, Maine Master Naturalist and master educator, will introduce us to the subtle and often 
amazing world of mosses and lichens. Mostly avoiding hardcore identification, we'll look at their many adaptations for thriving in a world 
full of microhabitats in order to understand their role in the larger ecosystem.  Bring a hand lens if you have one; otherwise, we will have 
loaners.  Each walk is limited to 15 participants to provide an optimal educational experience, and sign-up is necessary to  
Info@coastalmountains.org. 

Saturday, May 11,  8 a.m. to 10 a.m.  Understanding Bird Behavior – Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport.  Dr. Nat Wheelwright, Professor Emer-
itus of Biology at Bowdoin College, co-author with Bernd Heinrich of The Naturalist’s Notebook, and creator of the Nature Moments video 
series (https://research.bowdoin.edu/nature-moments/), will take us beyond simple bird identification to discuss how birds communicate 
through songs and calls.  Meet at the Beech Hill Road entrance to the Preserve.  From Camden go south on Route 1, turn right on Beech Hill 
Road and drive 1.6 miles to the parking lot.  

Saturday, June 1, 10 a.m. to noon.  The Fascinating World of Bees – Merryspring Nature Center, Camden.  Dr. Frank  
Drummond, Professor of Insect Ecology and Insect Pest Management at University of Maine will introduce us to the  
diversity and importance of our preeminent pollinators: the bees.  After a 45 minute educational talk and slide show, we 
will go out into the field to capture and identify the bees and other pollinators so crucial to the survival of our native plants.  
Bring a hand lens if you have one. 

Saturday, July 13:  10a.m. to noon.   What’s so special about fields?  Aaron Megquier, botanist and Executive Director of 
Friends of Baxter State Park and Maine Master Naturalists Roger Rittmaster and Cloe Chunn will co-lead a walk focusing on the inter-
play of forests and fields and the complex web of life that inhabits this ecosystem.  Head of Tide Preserve, Belfast.  Meet in the Head of 

Tide Preserve’s parking lot at 85 Doak Road in Belfast. 

Saturday, August 3 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Hosmer Pond Botany.  Dr. Eric Doucette, Assistant Professor of Biology at Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts, Past-President of Maine’s Josselyn Botanical Society, and one of our favorite walk leaders will lead us on an  
exploration of the plants found in the meadows and wetlands bordering Hosmer Pond.  Bring a hand lens if you have one. We will meet in 

the parking area next to the tennis courts at the entrance to the Camden Snow Bowl, just west of the intersection of Barnestown 
and Molyneaux roads in Camden. 

Saturday, September 7 10:00 a.m. to noon – Mushrooms and Other Fungi.  St. Clair Preserve (Knight’s Pond), Northport.  Dr.  
David Porter, emeritus professor of mycology at the University of Georgia, will share his broad and in-depth knowledge of  
mushrooms.  During the first hour we will spread out to collect mushrooms along the many and varied trails in and around the 
St. Clair Preserve and adjacent Point Lookout (trail maps will be provided).  During the second hour, we will meet in the parking 

lot to identify the mushrooms and talk about their biology and ecology. 

Saturday, October 5 10:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. – Geology of Mount Waldo, Frankfort.  Dr. Steve Norton, Professor Emeritus of Earth and Climate 
Sciences at the University of Maine, will lead us on a hike up Mount Waldo past an old granite quarry.  We will meet in the Frankfort Boat 
Launch parking lot on Route 1A, opposite Mt. Waldo Road, about 7.3 miles north of the intersection of Route 1A and 
Route 1 in Stockton Springs.  Further info TBA. 
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The Coastal Mountains Nature Program hosts walks and talks exploring the natural  

history of Mid-Coast Maine.  Each walk has a particular area of focus, led by a knowledgeable leader, 

and participants are  encouraged to share their knowledge of anything that we  

discover. 

For more information contact Coastal Mountains Land Trust 

at 207-236-7091 or info@coastalmountains.org 


